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contact Michcllc Mccolrtr, who sas a guest speat€r rt this
y€ar's conferucc. IIer addrcss is available from the FMN
office.

.Mty llb Man recendy appcarcd in quitc I
good made-for-Tv movie caled Stolcn Babies. Thc movie
is bascd on rtrnl ev€nts in tip staE ofTennessee when an
adoption agcocy fell into the hsrds ofthe iU-motivated for
a long period oftime - too long - decadcs, iafacr - impaaiag
the lives ofmany people. lvloorc plays the role ofthc udl-
intentioned rmtriarch with no children d her owq who in
the en( becomesunstable andemotionally irwolvedwith thc
childrcn she i6'placing." Her good intendons run amo&
when she begins scparating frmilies to feed the wh€el oflEr
own inqeasing fortunes. Therc is a bizarre scerc in which
she "gives birth" to one of her "babies" throwing back thc
coveE of her otrn b€d to rsv€al s liule bundle underneath -
all ready for one of her client's. (It Save me the willies.)tr

oru second 'Lefs Talk About Reunioru' Conferene held on lvtuch 5 & 6 , I 994
at the SharEton Guildfttrd was one oflhe most interesting nrcekends I have evcr had. I
rhenk everyone wlro attencled and porticipated. Your op€one$ Erd honcrty cll itrrE to
conhibute to my Frsotlal belieflhat adoption is a lifelong process. Ev€ryone hls uniquc
issu€s aDd corlc€m! thEt should be addressed through out thcir livca.

SFcial lhaDts go out to B.J. Lifton 8nd Michelle lvncColm, wlroce wortshops rr/€re
well attended and greatly ap,F€ciat d. Michelle's book'AdoptionRermiors' nas highly
recommeflded at th€ National Adoption Conferenc€ in Calgary this past lvlay, as a great
Canadiao resource for remions. Thalks to all ofthe locol presenters.,.Ardeo Ha ey,
Sharon Jintersom, KenDcrty, Sluron Gove, Gail Beck and to all the panellists. Also, a
very special lhar*s to all the volunteers wlro put so much etfort into mr&ing it hpeen.
Without voluntcerr, orr Scicty and Conferencc could not exist

Thc Adoptim Review Team is working at fffflrulatitrg a r€port to be Fesented to
thc Minister ofSocial Services at the and ofJune. Cccelia Reekie ard Ihad 0re opportunity
to pres€d suhnissions. I commed theMinister forber choice ofthe teatrl. Ispo&eto two
team mGrnbeG, f,isE[Iet Ldd and Lrry Gilbert ald I appreciate their compassion
tou/uds otu ctlIrccors and suggestioms for reform.

thc Annual Cicncral l[eeting tmk plac€ in April 1994 Et the New Weshtritrster
Public Library. Our rrew exccutivc uas elected uun nously irrchding 13 dircc,tors Et
larye. As Prcsi(htt,I rnr tkilled to sec Ell ofthfu newanerryadtalc inlhc q<ecutive.

Iknowitwi[bcanotcitingyearalrcad. Several SocietycmmittecsarEcurn lyworting
on mfrlrberships, frud-rsising, wodlsbops, support groups strd the Ht c{Dfcrence. We
med )our input, too. Please scnd us pur i<teas and proposals by nail, phonc c h:r.

Cecelia Reekie, Krtbyn Ves md I rcpresentcd our Society at the Natimd
Adoptim Council Cmfercore in Calgary s.lvfury 27 & 28, 1994. We prc€ot€d orr
wulchop'kdsTdtAboutRcrurior.'Itwasafasciaatingtnmdayrandthcn*rvortiry
was invrlublc. It trcvcr ccalcs to atrrze ne how people mors Carada arc involved in
tbc adoptiopocesr in so manydifrcllot Ysys. Il will ccrtainly take AII ofiu, Adoptece,
A@ivc Pstlsa, Bidh PErent! aod Profdsioruls to r ort togcther with tolcrsnce rnd
udcrstuditrt to rEfqm adoptim parfice.

To all oflouwtrc orrcnded goodwislrcs tomyfri€rdNsdim("TheMissingPi€ce'
Spritrg llsr€ fJlO). Nadine t cslic Brom/Elainc Conr died m Lfsch 12, 1994 in
Aucltan4Newzcaland aftcr acourageors battle.grinrt ovrira carrccr. Imiss hcrEd
I chcrklh our rime rpEot togslher. In h€r mcmtry, I will tcll ber stry as an elrcell€ot
o(lmple rs to wty sdult adoptccs duve the right to hrve acccss to their oum histsy.
Nadire, I will noer forga yur

-WiBlacldc
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Thc following boks urd podtrtr arc availablc ftun th. Soci-
cty. Plcasc makc chc$lca po),rblc to Xrfhrlltr VGr 0od nEil to
forgst LG Not Fmily Society, P.O. Box 61526 &oo&cxood
P.o., Lmgle.y, B.c. v3A tct. All prices inclu& GsT.

Ihc Adqtiot Trioglc by &thlll Sqo!&y, R4bco Ponfi, &
AErctt! Barsrr. Sealcd c opco rccads" how thc,y affcct all
mcmbcrs ofthe adoption circle. 314.00 plus shipping

Ailqtior Rcr,,,iorsbyMc,h€UeLnccolt[. This boo&ir thc m6t
csuFdlEnsivc rEuniqr guidr to dstc. A ssitivc md cmprs-
siooatrboo&aboutlhcrrlttri@Focc!! 6rodoFeeq bitlrPrEots
aod a@tive families. Michelle ir Carudiao and thisboot desls
with Caoadian laws and practices. S18.50 plus shipping

Jancy { t}u Adqtd Sc{ - A Qwt lu Wholao t W B.l.
Liftm. A brilliant conbibutior to tlrc wort of lrcaling in
adoption. Valid for all members of the adoption circle and
professioruls. Ilanbover. 330.50 plus J3.50 shippinS.

lrst & Fq.nd - Thc Adoptia Erycricncc by B.J. Lifton is a
sensitive literaryjoumey through the eoroticrl la\rinth ofthe
a&ption experiencc. Writtql for a&ptees, adoptivc families
ord birthpErqrts. tl8.@ plus rhipping.

ficOhcrMothcrby Casol Scha.f6. A ulqr!.rfu!boo& uritfan
with poignancy, tenderncss, daEth ad hmesy. A rcoarkable
porbayal of lvtut it is rcally likc to relinquish a c.hild for
adoption. 31t.50 plus shipping.

Tomfrprl rh. H@rtW Iruise Jurgans. A terrifrc book, warm,
intimate and full oflove, describing an irmerjourney ofmunge
in a birtlunofter's scarch for her child. S19.50 plus shippir4.

Othct thrl B.J. Lifrou'r DGw boolL rblpplry cbrrtcr rrr
$2.50 for the ,lrra book rnd S .75 for c.ch rddldoml booll

Society Tshirarwith thc troryetMc Notfrnily Society
Lgo ss€ened otr the fiont erE now sailable in good
quality 1009/0 coftorl. Pl€ase $ale si?t MLlrG. Colorrl:
white only (logo i6 blark). $14.95 ca. + $1.50 Shipping.

f/FflI.]?TE?

Tetephone Support List

Denied Reuio Adoptees:
Liz Goadby (M) 57+7223

Adoptivc Parcnf of ReunitedAloptcc:
suc McBcarch (604) 538{301

Intcrested Profcasioluls:
JudyArcher (604) 98&52t1
Nurh Shce Family Services

S€od )ourram and rcleplmcnunber ifpn widrto be
included m thc LB$iI ONME Telcpbonc SupportList
Ort of town nu crs arc alurys uElcmle.

(604) 534-215 l

(604) 534'4993

(@)8s622rs

LEAN ON ME

(4O3) 327:rs25
(604) 888-l720
(604) 8884920
(604) 731{60s
(604) s349456

(604) 53Gml7
(M) s3+24n

Rcunitcd Binhspthcrs:
Monics Buntom
Anne Christianson
Sue Finlcy
Nicole Quittenton
Cmnie Short

Searching Binhnolhers:
IvIary Reynolds

Reunitcd Adoptees:
Cecelia Reekie
Sue Travis

Reunited with Birth Father:
S8ndra Ptdsc ,

Reunited with Sibling:
Jadr Wegich
(birthparents deceased)

s{lpporl Gmup3
Fo. bLtlltldl.rt' do0iraar ara adoffir. pamta

N.rW.d&rr
Th.EdTU..d.yof..dlMt,.r4p..f gqp.tl! .ar.lN.wW..aDiE'
l.i hblic Uh..Iy, 715 - 6th AElcr fru 7 lo , p.or Fc nur i&urio
cqr..a N.a.y Kdo .r 525-83&t.

NortVEvr
Tfs fiid Worhrdry of ..h D.d, . .mo.t Slqp d .t lh. Coy!
C@rndty8ed&y8dtool" Arfr. krc.li6 nr y dEgr, od.dxft!/n
lrodt.r 929.d309, &. @! i6.Ddi6.

Plate sul tcnsr;r to tlu ditq, rurlz,ion $ryics, acvt @td
irforistiq, q cm,,r',{,tit aqttt b: klqtiot Ctrclct, do
Forgct M. Not F@ily Sricty, Bc 61526 Brlor*;ld P.O.,
LqALt', B.C, V,A E8 Cot&.
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yearsds€crecy-trotfromrnyncwfoundrclatfucs. Thcyn/erE
wonderfrrll lvlany of them remerftered rrc as a baby, and
always xDndcr€d what had becomc of me.
They wc[l dcligbtcdtlntl'd madc mywaybacktothefamity.

In her books, B. J. Lifton tal(s about an orperience
uniquc to thc adoptee who is able to contemplare the person
tlrcy might havcbecome ifthe adopion had never happened.
I had thought about the person I might have b€com€ had I
stayed with Rdert and Vicky. But I had this experience
again at the firneral when I learned that one of Rded's
brothers (now deceased) had kept mc for a month and had
very much wantod to adopt ne. His d.ughter was thilled to
me€t me and told me that she rememberEd me well and still
had some baby pictues of me with her family. It was a
profound experienoe to stand drcrc r'lking with this woman
I had never met befor€, knowing that in yet 'another life"
she would have been ny sister.

IfI could sart all over again, there are two things I
would change. First of all, I would have been braver and
would havc learned my paternal history a fery yea$ earlier,
while Robert uas still alive. I feel he would have nrclcomed
me as rcadily then as other family members do now. Given
Vicky's reluctance to deal with me, though, it's possible tlnt
coming foruard earlier uould have been a sEain tm big for
their mariageto endure. Perhaps things have tumed out for
Ole b€st.

Secondly, Iwish that Vicky hadbeen more rcceptive.
I have no control over thiq howqrer, and I feel tlat 0re best
way to handle this situation is to rcmain non-tbreatening
and keep the lines of communication open through holiday
cards, etc. Perhaps some day she will come to m€. Even if
she does not, th€ contact with and acceptance from my
patemd family has been a very healing and comfoning
experience.

I am grateftl for both of nry families, for the unique
gifts Iheve rcceived through eachofthenU andfortlc person
I'veb€come. Naturcandnwturcbothhr\/eplayedapan. As
I re-establish connections with my birth family, I am awale
ofa s€ose of corqletaness rh^t I\E nev€r rcally felt beforc.
I know whcrc I came from. IknowwhoIam.tr

FO?YIOUA NFOer-?X?1ON

OPTION REGTSTRY OF
UPDATE

E>ITOR€ LIOTES

With thfu cditiotr of Adoption Circlcs, a new group of
direcics join pesideot San&a Blaclie, vicc-prcsirhrt Cccclia
Rcekic, and orccutive dfu€ctor KEthryn Vca in bringirg cnergy
and ileas to thc forgct-lIe-Not Fomily Socicty. At a trainstonn-
ing sessioo m April 28, Nancy Kato, Bonnie Mlne ad Debqa
Sky met with Satr&a Blaclic to rcvicwlhe m[dste ofthc Forget-
Me-Not Fardly Society. At one point during oru discussiolr
Sandra was lsked: "Are we merely re+reating tha r,etcel?'
Alrcady, thc Forget-tyie-Not Family Society has successfitlly
mountdl two conferenpes, held num€rous worksbops, hosted
support groups, met with p,rovincial legislatcs, not to rnention, of
coursc, that thfu is newsletter # I I . Ncw faces bring li'eslt p€rspec-

tive and possible clunge which can be challanging no mstt€r how
pu &amepur politics. Thc discu&eion was &uitful, however, ad
out ofit wsE bqtr E silrpl€ missiom statemenl To cl€at€ E clinrte
of openncss, underslanding and respect ftr all mernbers of thc
adoption circlethoughcducatim, stmortandcmpousmentl and
€ncoursge clErges in attitude md legislatiot.

Input corc€rning thc mission stltement is wElcome snd
can be directed toNancy Kato or Bonnie Mihe. The purposc of
E Eission stEtenr€nt is to focus 8ttedion m the reason for all this
activity.

When changes in attitude are made, legislation follows. In
B.C., I linsl rcport AWr thc adoption rcvicw connittee is
expocted June 30th. Ilopefully, this document will briry an crs of
opennss to the sdoption circle, dispclling lhc concealanf ofdays
gone by. The issues arc many and multi-hceted and tlrcre is me
outstsnding qu€stim; IIow much cqrtrol over the disclosure of
information xtiU th€ provitrc€ r€tain? Govemment Ep?oitrt€c

lvlargaret Lsd is vcry aunrc that lack of disclosure and thc aua
ofsccrtcy oearcd has bean darnaging. This uas one rn€$age most
often repeated by preseaters to the review cqtrmittee.

At our mission statemant meeting, we alEo discuased lhe
question ofhov to heal, Erd howto er arge the adoption circle -
how to make widcr arms to include others. I see the etfect ofclosed
records as resulting in a particular y/ound. Patt of u4ro I am
disappeared mysteriously wlrcn files were sealed md I wus
excluded from E context ofrelatedncss that othqr tELe for grant€d.
This happened in an era wlrco removing native children ftom their
families and placing thcrn in foster homes snd rcsid€ntial schools

was Elso se€o as aaaaptrblc.
As fYe moved along in my ovm reudon procesr, fvc

becmrc mce appreciative ofnativc tsaditions. At lhis y€als EMN
cmference, I especially arjoyed the simple rihul ofjoining the
circle, which cmfcrarc presater Sharm Jhlersm sd Pernina
Yellovibirdolfered. I see'the circle' asawlid andhelpful synbot
for repairing lhc danragE wtich can be done by d€aying E c..fal
rcots. Denyiry such mots, one tends to Eee mcself, as an ortsirler
- outside the cfucle - 8nd outsi& that conterd ofrelatedness otlErs
tate fcgranted. This kind of simple ceranony effectively csds
E wid€r cidc and pmmotes h€aling.

Actims thrt vErc tsk(a in the p!st, such as rrnoving
rutivc c.bikhar tomthcir honresand familics, wlc ruthdzed by
E suEcping asorytio: src cnlhual modcl, pe$lmed to be
grperia, ws rcalG Goortb it H! to flattro others. Sociel
urorter! oamot bc tdd wholly rcspquiblc fc iky rwe rucly

actirg m bctralf ofmmy - md wklely beld vicu,r. Yct thir is on€
of tb. mmy !!$rmtr}tics - a ceatsal m, I fccl - 6ying ant fa r€-
oonimtio in adoptim Faciicc. Ar r Fc.catrr to itc rcvicw
cmnittoc,Inadc a pitc,h thrt stch 8rnltrrpaiil! bc roqmincd.
I uns pleascd to find a rccflivc audicocc.

Ar rn adoptec ufro ba: had a reuio, my o*l proocrs
mwisoeofa$imilstioaadreflodim. Ycr,Itavefeltexcluded
ad lite an u sidcr od ny oger aad my fcethgr of orclurim
bavc ofteo alludcd na. Yct now \rtra I v/ltst Fogrrrls @
telcvision ud s ltqic! abort frmily diryutcs iavolving rdotr
tiuL I hrve bccomc iDcrcasingly scnsitivc to rtcrtcSping. All
sErrdype arc limitilg aad this oc no lcas thro uy othcr. This
mc is "thc angry iucgitimrte dild." -Thc outcad.' 'Thc
bestrd rm wlp seels rweoge" rs in Jo in Much A& About
Nothing. Evcn Star Tre,k had an episode wlrcrc a yourt womro
wrs in love with a run Aorn 'lhc wrug plmet"" Iirr frthcr
llucatcned to disoum hcr md any potcotial "bostard" child. Thie
u/as so utrhip 8nd un-nircties ofstar Trek,I wss ycry disappointed.

Nowtbatl've met mybiofanily, horvever, ufro amP Am
I anenviro+hild, abiechil4 orboth? Ifboth, horvmuch ofeach
do I anbody?

Embody is a dcscriptivc word ufiich oggcstr lhc signifi-
cance of biolog and h€fedity. This cootext of r€l,rt€doers - s
biological and hercditary one - vas dcnicd me for a very loog time.
My 6rst mother and only mother, in that sense, "embodied" me
in an undcniable way for nirc months. I feel thEt MUCH &nrgc
has been dorc by seeking to deny thc fact thst I wurnsn - ss I )outrg
nrother - DID CARRY a child fc nine mmlts. To "gct m I'ith
ore's life" as ifthis is sn event thrt never hrpp€ned meant thst s
noman had to disE&siat€ fq the rest of lrr life tun an
o<pcricncc slrc DID IIAVE. Is it so surprising, thcn, that many
bllh mo(hErs tlcvcr wEnt m to havc ! sccord ctriftf? Or lhat aa
adoptee might feel oddly invisiblc rs ifhc r slp had rcvcr becn
bom?

B€tg JeanLifte! featuedspcaleratthcruNcmfercoce
lhis ),car, haE u/ritten a ncw boo& entitl€d Jour.y oftbc Adopted
Self-AQn stffi Wholaness. BJismadoptimcormsellcinNew
Yort ad hrs a lifetime of reflectio m ls own reach fr
dnleness to slue. This book is vell-tine4 fc nany adoptees
vho are adults and have fomulated aad rt views ofthernselves,
faceapeculiarjouneyupor receivingrrwinfcrnatimwtie,horly
y€staday uas mt in the rript. Any hclp on howto gsth€r aDd rc-
imolporatc a selfin fragmcnts is both rsrc and needed.

Tm ofteo adoption is a sadtsle, aDd to countEret fis, w€
arc see.kilg hurncous stories Aorn my rncarber ofthc adopdo
circle. My own mother, for inslame, wmdere4 u&eo Et bst wc
nEt, ifl lilred bonrnas. Ffi y/heo she was pregnant, her 8ids, with
wlmn she uas stayirg, would get bananas or tlE clreap Aun fu
local grocer. Somanyofthem, infrtthatbythetimemymotlr's
tGrm wss up and I was or the way - my mther had had cnough
broaoas" thank you Ey much, Elmost f6 thc rEst ofher life. Shc

eats thein now occasimally, but not very often. This is the kind of
story an sdoptec cmrs to t€asu€.

Not log ago,Iheardaquip attributedto humuirtAsl cry

Brilliant vho ap,pcently mce caid: 'No u.mder I'm cmftscd.
One ofmy p8rer s ulas a man and thc other ung I *unrn!" Well,
Arhlcy, uclcllne to th. adoptim cfuclc a metittr.3 cmfiBing
placc, cspccirlly ml[oth:rs' Dsy-Ffi,]ou c,Arhlcy, oeofmy
mothers is a r*man - ed !o is thc odEr G.

-Debott *y

.c.

wclE6, Hanieg, DocUH€Nrt)€ieS
arcur t$@rau o2

AD@Tdf.{QEIArcD }4ATT€25

tThc smz wakqtd cs this yeer's FMN cotfe-
alca, (tvlarch 5) the Vancorwer Sun carried a conunentary
by lvlargar€t Browrq a young woman who is a biolog major
at St. Edward's University in Austir, T€lqs. In the article,
lvlargarcttells her story. As a"child" ofdonor inseminatiorq
slrc challenges the concealment ofinformation and asks why
dccisions about donor insemination are made purely in the
inter€sts of th€ parenfs and physician's privacy? 'Who
gave my family the idea that my biological roots are not
important? To deny someonc the knowledge of his or her
biological origins is dreadfully wrong," she stat€s. Ms.
Broun speaks ofa recurring drcam offtlling tlrough spaoe.

She wants to put her f€et down and gaths herseftogether
- but there's nothing for her to stand on. An orcellent article
for rcferencey'research ald well worth the resd.

tStd, ryindao rccently carried a documenAry seg-
rnsnt abqrt a soman in the U.S. who was cawht in a sting
operation endjail€dforthrec montls for givingout informa-
tion to adoptees and bfuth moth€rs. What the docuDentary
ftiled ro E).amine is thc R€publican Darty oomnections and
rigbt-wingscntiments ofthe metrbehindthr stingopcration.
For morc iaformation about this documantsry segm€ot

Rcunion Registry Statistics From fu Z9l to Apr 30/94.

Tohl Applications Recieved 5925
TotalDatabase. 723E
Searches Completed 2E22
Reunions Completed 1762

Other oficomes of aclive searches:
Subject of search deceased 193

Subjecl of search refi$ed contact 291
Other Services:

Matches on the passive database 3Lz
Non-identifinginfonnationrepofis 1062
Counselling request filled 617

t Includa dl filcr opcncd tincc Ocr92 rd filc. rsrd.rrrd &fiI llE foms
Plrtilc Ratity fa tr dl m rrcw rpplicrlicr hrrt bc.n reitrd
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tloadng rootless ln space
torrc.hlng down ln t}ris crrlh&

No food ls verboterr
Palaufleaen
wtth
get a lurnEer rertatDs

You can wcal sarl d sarcDg
when ttrere's no place gou belong

l've woshipped tla Goddass
Chantd with Brrddtdsts
Studied Taolsrrlt tl?4/n Za
Klsea t}r€ feet of Jesrrs, cest a WiccaD spel

Mg sgldt0its anafliec,
no place like home

l've tlied on differer* arstoms
lke some fry or c,lo,thes
Brrt wlren I s[p ttre fabric up
over mg
let lt to tt€ {loor

teft
h$emP,tg erb,th

ffichele f&Cohrr, I'ierc}a 27, lgln

Michclh M&olmvas a W&nter at lhe l99l FMN anfer-
ence. Her book otd vot'kshop tapes arc available throtgh
lhc fui.ly (refer to pqe 5 of this na,sletter).

bq-Montca t*Bufitolr
t{tilten r\',{offrcr'r Daq , M^tl t, tifrs,

It wecn't a glft of shlma gl^ss
or 91ft of eqtcndw brasr.
Not a gtft rorab€ te t e wofi4
otlfi sovne cloaetforsvq drpfir.
No farrq ttrr'v kltcliern tool
sf ssffi\ yplrolrtsrb footstool.
Itwasrt e box of sweets
or bcllctss6 Sovtmet treaG..
No flowcrc too gld,clxJry' gorrr,
or Df Ar4oflbr tlrat br.tfllafltlq slrrtrr,.
Yct llt vAlye wAr g r,aler than afl of
tlrr,se
fittlc tto hc kr,rowlow wwchlt
wovlb
You seetl* glftwas sowwahlng,tate
It rlrorryrb ssmeont, thatl* llb carc.
Tlx gfit was lattlttg firc lA hls l*.^ra
ar.rb tn lrls hfe fotsttr A tre a part

Fiom fbe Vaneopa Ss\.Lb1 21, 194

To thc blrth mothcr de gLl b6sr
\by 22,1990, tn Innglry - shc tr hcelthy,

heppy md vcry
Msh lc @uld th.nk yor:r tn pcnon

for e umrilcrful deuglrtcr.
Salemet.

Rfrcrt and Vicl(y srcrc narried and hadtro childrcn
when they *rrc mshelrned by wrious health and crm-
tional problanc. Vicky simply conld not cop€ with raising
two chil&€n. When their snd child was ser/cnteen
months ol4 Ory nadc a difficult decision. I was tlnt child
- and I was adopted by a close relative of VicJcy's.

I nms nised at the other cnd ofthe country, unawale
ofny origins. I l(n€fl, nothing abortbeing adopted. \+rben
I nas eleveq rr mowd bsEk tothe tot n whei€ I was born,
but wa rarely saw Robcrt and Vicky. When wE did meet
there was alurays tension betnrcen the two families, but I
never understood why. When I leamed thetruth at nineteen,
I wasnl surprise4 for over the years there were many
inconsistencies alld I always suspocted my parcnts wer€
hiding sornething from me.

When I leanpd fie trutll, I
was newly marrid and very busy.
I pushed the irtronnation to the
back ofmy minA convinced tlut it
made little difrerence. I never con-
fronted Roben and Vicky for I
didnt xant to upset them or my
adoplive parEnts. (I guess you
couldcall me "th€ goodadotree).

I have always had an inrcr-
est in family trees, and I was busy
wo*ing on nry matenul history,
whenl learned about my adoption.
Because myadoptive motherwas a
close relative, the adjustrncnt nxas a small one. I told myself
that someday, when the time rvas right, I would leam about
my patenDl ancestors. Butthat daywas more thAnlenyears
in coming.

Ir{y adoptive parents passed away in 1984. Theq two
years ago,I received a phonc call from an aunt. My father,
Robert, had died ofa sudden heart araclq and Vickywanted
to ma&e $rc I had the opportunity to comc to the fineral. I
had not seetr Rdert in tnorc dlan trcntyyears. I could not
even rccall speaking to him. Yet I felt so badly that what I
felt and the impact thc ncws had made surprised me.

I rentto thcfirn€ral and thc opcricnoems anuzing.
I recognized six peoplc. The othes rrre all mqnbers d
Robet'svery largp family. One ofhis sistem approach€d me,
mistaking me for tle daughter of another sister. A cousin
apprmchcdand whenold thatl vasa'relativc" of Vid<y'q
comrrented: "You ore lmh lile solre of OUR cousinsl"

by Teresa Spring

This er(Friercc gd rc nwing. I scarchcd thrurgh
a city dircclory for the ycar bcforc Rdert and Vid<y urcre
mariod and found hi6 cntry. By fo[@,iqg all the peoplc at
that address back thuUh thc years, I was able to compilc a
compteb li$ of Robert's (tenl) brotheB 8rd sisters, ad
determine his pu€nts' trame3 and years d d€ath. I thco
locafcd ccrlificates, dituarics, ctc. 8nd bcforc a year had
pas6€4I bad ua€edRd€It's&ncedrybackto thc tarc 1700's.
I nsrcr had nrch inmediate ams rrring my'own"
frmily!

I wrote a letter to Vicky in ldarcl\ 1993, t€lting her
I rvas auare ofmy origins, tlut there were no hard feelings,
and that I understood the oonditions at the time she and
Robert nade thek dccision. I thar*ed her for the cqrage it
took to fiuke such e mov€. I told hff I would not push to talk

about it hlt tlEt I would like to if she

was willing.

e

r.IJ

o-1

"In her books, B.J.
Liftontalks about an
experience unique to
the adoptee who is

able to contemplate the
person they might have
become if the adoption
had never hapf,ened."

By Septembea 1993, I had not heard
from Vicky, but I had a strong desir€ to
learn more about nry father and see

pictures of my grandparents. My
thoughts tun€d to Robert's brotlrcrs
ald sisters, most of whom werc living
in the immediat€ area and wlnae clr-
rent addresses I had b€en able to lracc.
I chose om ofthc si*ers at random and
wrote to her. I uas t€rrified - aDd I
didn't no, whal kind of rcce?tioq if
any, to e)e€cl!

A w€ek later, I got a phonc call. Afriendlyvoicc said,
"Hello! This isyour AuntLil!" We lallcdfor about half atr
hour and made plans to m€€t the next day. I wes calm ard
colrrent on the phone, but ss soon as I hung up I slarted to
slutc and cry. I was aware ofa littlc voicc inside mc tlut kcpt
repeating - inacdulous: 'Ih€y WAI.IT me! They WAI.IT
me!"

Things mwed vcry slowly, as I ryanted to rEtseat and
Ake everything in aftcr meaing Auntlil the frsttinr. I saw
her qgain in November, mct thr€e ofthc otlEr sisterC haard
family stories and to* homc pidrcs to oopy as wcll. I was
able to tell ny ne|wfunrd aunts things Sout thcir snccstsy

' tlry urcrc unaware d, aren thongh orr of them had begun
worting on thc ftmily trcc a ftw ycall €arlier.

I etteodcd anoth€r fueral h lvLrch of 1994. Thig
was my fr* 'official' frrnction as a mernber ofthe ftmity. I
had anaggitrgf€clitrgthatlwas doingsomethirUfubiddco,
ht the feeling caDe ftom wbat I rcmcmbcrcd of stl tho6c

corrtinucd on nal ree
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continucd ltom F*ious page

provincid rctirtcr or priYrtc
group 3uch .! Pudtfinderr. Un-
lcsr infomrtion ir currcn! eppli-
cents could rnirs fts opporturdty
to mect the pcrson hc or she hopes
to find.

Pm,incial Adoption Services
Dcpartment dHcalth and Socid

Scrviccs, Box 2000
Charlott€t@,4 PEI CIA 7NE

(e02) 3684932
With the passing d a ner Adoption
Act in 1993, prwision was made for
the esteblishment of Adoption Disclo,
s.llre Services. AsofJanuary, 1994, tno
government employees were contact-
ing people who have made i4uiries
wer the years to see if they still rcquire
services.
Non-identilying inlomarior.' No fee.
Houerrcr, otherfees*rrcdccidedupon
itr order to bc ablc to o&r thc service
and jusdry *afrng during times of
govemnent r€straint.
Passive (Reciprocal) Registry: i35.OO
to accompany applicatior
Malch/Reanion: J70.00 for each party
Active S€arch: (For adultadotr€es only)
3150.00
Coun e I I in g: Available.
Access/openness: Aprovincial rwiew
in 1993 brought significant change.

Ville lvlarie Social Service C€ntre
Succusale West Island ASC

315 Rue Bruswict Stleet, S. 200
Point{lale, Qrcboc HP9 lA7

(5r4) 695-s25r
Filcs for adoptions oompleted by thc
Childrcn'c Service Centre, Catholic
Fami! and Children's Scrviccs, and
Jervish Family Services arc now held
by thc Ville Ivhric Ccntrc. Irquirig
should be dirsctrd there.
Non-identifling tnformation: Awil-
able, butthe €Nrtrc is ?earsbehind the
rrqu6ts.' Fc oot irdicafcd.
Pastve stch: Bccauec of limited
dafiry gi\rcs priority to rtunions re

ldWardtdaAd qucsbfrrreunimfromF*ruary,1989,

questcdfor mcdical reasons and whcre
thc bi(h por€nt i8 rtrole than 70 years
old. If therc is a corcsponding appli-
cart, I mafch is geDerally made within
six monlhs. ServicGs 8r€ aveilable to
adoptees and birth percnts.

Actiw rc cht Ttc centle *Es in-
volvcd in a pilot Foj€ct from S€ptem-
ber, 1993 to lvlarch 1994 prwiding
activp search and rcunion on e fee-for-
sericc basis. Thefee was t450. Rc-

wcrebeingcomplacd atOrc timeof the
pilot. Thcrc arc approxinatcly 1500
outstanding rcqucstg hrt there was no
suggrstion that thb project will be re-
trilcd.
Stafling/counselling: No details pro-
vided.
Access/openness: Not at pres€nt.

Prwincial Adoption R€gstry
Mnisry of Social Services

207 - 2240 Albert St.
Regina Saslotchewan S4P 3v7

(306) 7E7-36s5
Non-identifying information: No f*,.
Dauncntsarc usrallyprcparedwithin
four weeks. There is a longer mit if
staffis reduced ard r€qtr€sts increasc.
Copy ofan adoption order: tl5
Passive regiwi 335 to accompany
registration. e.o el by mulual re-
qucst: 390. (RegisEation and contact
fees are applicable to adoptec and
adoptiveparentsonly. Ifyou areabirth
parcnt oI othcr family nemb€r, you
may request thaf yor name bc placed
on an adoptee's file in the 6,ent that an
adoptoe rcquests a s€arch or conlact in
tlre firture. Other birth family mem-
berq nrh as siblings or grandparent&
may rcquest contacl but contact is
normally cleared fir$ with the birth
nother. lVhen an adotroc r€qu€sts
contact and fhe rrqucst is mutual, thc
rcgisry wil mwe as quicLly as possi-
blc to ftcilitde a rDoetitu; avc.raging
within tcD monlhs dthe derc drcgis-
tration.
Acfive seuch:3265. Search and con-
tactwithsccondardsubsaqumtftmily
mcnbers: Nlt0. C\rIIlnt weiting pc,
riod for an aclive sealch is rorglrly
cight months.
Cotnxlling: Prior to a rermion, thc

r€gisEy prEfers to have persoml con-
tact with thc adoptee atd the birth
palent. Thfu oontact is ftequeotly by
telcphone because 40 per cent of thc
regtstry's cli€nts live outside of Sag-
katcheryan. Referrals for counsclli4g
are sofiEtimes madc to an agpNrcy. Itr-
formational counselling is nailablc
upon requ€st.
Sfaffzg: Tbree searchetsale also oun-
sellors.
Access/openness: Ssslatchcwan re-
cendy circtlated a discrssion psper
and onc ofthc options ir open reoods.
.As of December 31, 199i, the Sas-
lutchewm registry had no bacHog
because additional stqfi ng cotnte red
the ,rumb of outstanding rcqrcsls,
A dde d pe rsom e I rc tunp d t o h e ir u eal
posts on March 31, 1994. Since then
lhe bacHog has increased to 6 months.

Yukon Ilealth and Social Services
Family and Children's Services

Box 2703 (I-10)
WhitehorEe, YT YIA 2C6

(&3r667-3002
Non-identifuing informafioz: No fees.
De?ending on the nunbcr of requests,

aresponsecantal(ebetween six months
and one year.
Passive searcht No fee. One monlh or
longer depending on the number of
rEquests, atr4 ofcourse, there must be
a conesponding applicant.
Aclive search:Ndlprwidcd for in gov-
ernment legislation.
Couselling:Dep ing on case load,
counselling is either prwided or a rc-
ferral is made to a counselling agcncy
in thc community.
Sraflzg: One half-time pelgrrr oovers
all matErs pertaining to thc adoption
rcgistry.
A eess/opem ess : l$disorssbn dopcn
rccords at this time.
Registration for conoct if yor are a
birth pareot or othcr ftmily member.
You may rcque$ tltat yur mme be
placedonanadoptee'sfile, inthc6,Gnt
that anadoptec rmy reqrrst a search or
contact in thc fthll€. A bitth frmity,s
Ectubcrs (iG. siblings or gnndparcnu)
contact with en adQtcc is normally
cl€arcd first with thE birth mother. tr

AUDIO CASSETTES ORDER FOR
rccddatthc

The follwing adio cassettes dconferencc worl(shopc ar€ availeble from thc Society. To ordcr, pleasc photooopy this
pagE and irdicete your choice oftapqs) at S6 each (incldcs GST & Shipping).
Please make clrcqucs psyable to:

trorgct Me Not trrnily Socicty,
P.O. Eor 61526 Brulcrmd P.O.,

Lenglcy, B.C. viA tCt
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Post-Rcunion Survival For Adopt€es
Mchelle ldcColm I I
Adoptive Palents SFat Out
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Earter this ycar, Kad[yn Vca sant a
letter to €ach prwinciel agpncy rcspon-
sible for the disclosure ofinformatior,
askingforcurrent datacorerningfeeg
stafrng, tum-around time, the avail-
ability ofcounsellors, and the prospect
ofopen rccords. Eleven replics rcpre-
sent everyjuridictiom in Canada with
thc cxccption ofthcNorthvrcstTerito-
ries.
A fer replies wr specific and de-
aild notabty Sa&tchewaa Ontario,

.8.C., Ncw Brunswick and Prince
Edward kland. Others were brief,
though the adoption discloeure worker
in each case did his or her best to
answer her questions.

Please feel free to use or distribute this
information in any way tlrat is useful to
you a friend or a colleague.

Adoption Discloaurc Rcgistry
Albcrta Adoption S€rvices
9th Floor, 7th Strcet Plaza

10030-l07th Steet
Edmonto& AIbetu T5J 3E4

(403' 4274387
Non-identilying inlomatiaz: usually
completed within 6-8 w€€ks.
Fees.' non€ at the moment
Passive registry: A new application is
checked for a match within five uork-
ing days. If I rutch.is identifid .

irdividuals are ustally contaded sithin
30 days.

.,Active xorch: There is presently no .

legislative mandat€ to conduct active
searches,
Coun*lling: Clients who are matched
all reccivc preparatiorul or informa-
tional counseUiag during the rcunion
pKrcass.

S/a/lzg Tlvoprofessional oounsllore
srpplemeotodbyoou munityr€s.[!oes,
and pdvatc search and $pport goups.
I n qu i i e s : C.wr*lly, morc than I 9,000
people have rcgisfer€d for dirEct con-
tact.
Access/oPnnnes: Accass to adoption ,

records is undcr provincial review.

Adoption Reunion Registry
#202 - 1600 West 6th Avenue

Vancouver, B.C. V6J lkl
(604) 736-7917 ot
l{00{55-1899

Non-identfung inlormation : Ltro-f€,,
s€nic€ with up to a nin€ month wait
ftom thc datc ofinquiryuntil the rhct-
ment is complctrd and rnailed.
Fe€s.' 325.00 to acoompany the rcgis-
tration form for either an active or
passive sealch.
Passive krch: Nes entries to th€
passive registry arc processed the day
they are received. A match will occur
if there is a conesponding applicant.
RegisEants ar€ informed right auay if
therc is a copy ofthe adoption file on
rccord to oonfirm the information.
(Prcsunably, iftherc is no fle, there is
a miting period of sorne duration).
Active &arch: An additioml $250.
Subs€quent Search (if an initial party
sought is dcccascd or declines contac't)
$ 180. Thewaitingpedodfromthe date
ofapplication until the search is ready
to start can bo seven months.
Cotnselling: available to any regis-
trant afrected by the rcunion process, at
no charge. For clients outside of the
Louar lvlainland, telephone counsel-
ling is available or a ref€rral nuy be
made to a counsellor in the area the
client rcsidcs, also at no charge. Work-
shops are ofrercd periodically in Victo-
ria and Vancower.
Slafing: Four searchers and five ooun-
sellors.
InEtiies: As d Janury 31, 1994,
there were 1,100 outstarding applica-
tions for aclive searches.

AccesdOpenness: Currently under
proincial rcvier.

Pod Adoption Rrgistry
Adoption Disclosu€ Serviccs

lst Floor, ll4 Garry Str€et
Winnipeg Manitoba ruC fcf

(204) 94s{301
Norr-iilentilying ir{orrnalion: thelvlani-
tda registry only handles r€quesE for

informationfrom ort<f-province. In-
prwince rcqu€sts for information are
directedtodt€ itrdividualagencywherc
the adoption took place. There are no
fees, at lea$ not at th€ }vlanitoba regis-
Ey. When contact€d in January, the
negistry was working on requests from
N{arch'93.
Passive *arch'. Roceivr pdority and
talrc four to six w€€ks.
Acrive Search : Dotwonbehalfof adop.
t€es seeking birth parents only. When
contacted in January, there was aback-
log of rcquests (1500) dating back to
Ivfarch 'E7. A search is given priority
ifbirth parents are more than 70 yean
old, ifthere is a medical emergency, or
if the rcgstrants are members of a
lvlanitoba Indian Band.
Counse lling: Available through the
rcgistry for outd-province applicants.
other provircial agpncies ofrer coun-
selling prior to reunion.
,Srq;flzg; One full-time searcher. Onc
very part-tim€.
Access/olnnness: Opn records arc not
bcing discussed at pre6ent.

New Bnnswick Dept. of Health and
Cornmunity Services

P.O. Box 5100
Fredericto& NB E3B 5GE

(s06r 453-2949
Non-i denlifying inforrnation: Pt€fE.red
within two months, though applicants
at one tim€ had to s,ait l8 months.
With the bacHog reducd hopes to
respondwithin sixmntlls (atthe m6t)
in future.
FreJ.' none at pr€6ent.
Passive search: Un&rway within a
month. Records are in the process d
being computerize4 a step that could
re&rce the waiting period.
Active search:\tlorethan 600 adoptees
have rcquested an aEtive s€arch, but
thele is at least a four year uaiting
period for a search to bcgin. (A scmi-
acrivc register nas estabtished in the
frll of I9E9 with searches beginning in
carocst in Ianuary of 1990. Sarch
rcqucsts st€m Aom thc days when thc

rcgi*ry first opcoed in l9tl).
Conselling: Onocfu routincly,
but qrtailed i! 8n cfiort to deal with e
lengthy miting li*. Itlembem dthe
adoption circlc arc enoouragod o scc&
private counselling.
Staling: Ow sealcher, trvo social
workerVcounsellors who as well as

counselling, attend to olhcr rcquests
such as referrals from Indian Affairs
concerning re{stablishment of Indian
status or inquiries ftom Vital Statistics
about clarification of irregular birth
r€giscations.
A ccess/openness: l:ld. currently undcr
consideration in New Brunswick.

Post Adoption Services
DAt. of Socid Servic6

Box 8700 C,onfederation Bldg.
St. Iohns, Nesfoundland AIB 416

(709) 729-262
Non -i de ntilying i nforttario, : TIle *ait
for a f le review is appronn tgly 22-24
monlhs from the date ofinquiry.
F€es.' Non€ at present

PaJ. ve Registry: A passive match is
given priority and every efiort is made
to uolt on them imrcdiately.
Aclive Search: As of January, 1994,
there were approximately 640 search
applications. kojected wait time for
an active search is at least five years.
Courssrrirg: Not nrandatory, but
available to all members of the
adoption circle.
Slaffzg: T\roftll{ime temporary
social rrcrkers, responsible for all
aspects of pogt-adoption servioes
ircluding searclq counselling, and
the pr€paration of non-identi!-
ing infrrmation. Onelrainee. One
con$ltant performing limited cli-
ent sewices.
,{ocesslopezzass: uncertainatthis
time.

Nova Scotia Dept. of Commu-
nity Sen ices, P.O. Box 696

Halifa:q Nova Scoti^B3I T7
Fax (90Z) 424-3205

Non-identifying infomntion: preparcd
within six montha.
Fees: 350.00 as ofFehuary I, 1994
Passive rcgistry,: A match (if therE is I
corresponding applicatrD within six

nonth6.
Acttve Nucht 135 roqucats ftr en ec-
tivc cearchonfilc. T['o],Gars Aom the
date dapplication for an aaivc ecarch
to $an.
Counslling: parti€s aIre rcfen€d to
outside servioes.
SalrA: two Frt-timepeople !:b dure
providing all serviccs
Access/olnnness: orrently under re-
view by a ministerial committec.

Adoption Disclooue Registry
Minifiy of Social Services

2 Bloor Street West, 24th Floor
Toronto, Ontario M7A lE9

(416)3274730
Non-identilying information: lf tllc,
adoption rvas arrangcd by an Ontario
Children's Aid Society, the society
rvould have the record and uould re-
spond to a request. The length oftime
foraresponsecanvaryAomsix months
to two )'ears. Ifthe adoption was han-
dled privarely, information is preparcd
bythe ministry. For private adoptions
prior to June, 1979, ho*erter, thcrc is
virtually no non-identi$ing informa-
tion available. Unless an applicant
knows which agency is involved and
can tnake a dir€ct inquiry, there can be
a longpr uait while the minisEy deter-
minesandinformstheapplica wherc

"Rcgerding counsclling renyices, to
drtc I hrvc mrnrged to rcc pcoplc
within thc wcck I hrvc hrd pcoplc
wdk in or phong hrving jurt erperi-
€nced r neunion rnd nceding to tdkto
someonc rbout thc confuscd feclings,
torn loyeltics, rnd cmotiond roller-
coaster they hlve bccn on.'
-Richqt May nq Coordindor,
PE I Po st-A tloptio n S$'iccs.

to rEqu€st infonnation.
Fs€s: None at present, exccpt r f€c d
f 15.00 for a cerlified copy ofan adop
tion order.
Passive rcgiw: A initial check of tbc
computcrized reglstry is nude for a
conrspoding aDplicant Parties arc

idorncd if thc mtrh is wlid. If m
match appcan inmodiatcry, the appli-
catio isproccsscd in tua aocording o
thc dsE draocitr. It car tab rp to ore
year to ftly process the spplicatior
and cnter all thE conEcl data- Thc
applicant renrains in thc daabaseuntil
a match is made or rc$rests that his or
hcr namc be rcmorcd.
Active varch: There are nrorE rhan

9,000 outsanding requesls for aa ac-
tivc search. Whcn th. ministry bcgrn
to ootr&rt aAive searcL rcgstra s
from the passivc registry, started i[
1979, werc firs in lirc. This aooottrts
for the backlog. Requests arc now
being proces*d fiom the spring of
I9EE.
Counselling: rmnddory prior to the
disclosue of identi$ing information.
Iv[ost counselling is prwided by the
Children's Aid Society, or, if the par-
tics residc oubidc Onteriq by other
counselling agpncies. Counselling is
usrully available within onc to two
months ifa nrarch is made. Counsel-
ling is also available by telephone.
There arc rnaihut cunselling pack-
ages also available.
,Sraflzg: Three searchen. Four coutr-
sEllorc do otrtreach to the foud person

and provi& cumselling.
Acces{opennes: Revie$€d in i993.

Ifirrercsed in parrbulars con-
tact Tory Silipo, OfE€ ofthe
Mnist€r, Ministryof Cornmu-
nity and Social Services,
HcpbumBloElq Qu€en'sPadq
Toronto, C)Itado M7A lE9.

Nota: from Petricir
O'Brien, rssistrtrt rcgi!-
trrr, Ontrrio Community
rnd Socid Scrvices:
Frcquently, rn rpplicr
will rcgister, thcr movc rnd
forgct to providc r ier ed-
drcrr. Wc hrvc e number

of rpplicmtr for whom therc ir r
corresponding metcb othcrr vho
mey wish ur to bcgin rn ..tiYG
serrch - but our informrtion ir out
ofdrta Plesc k cp eddrcsscc.nd
phonc oumbcrt currcnt with rny

continudonndruc
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Earter this ycar, Kad[yn Vca sant a
letter to €ach prwinciel agpncy rcspon-
sible for the disclosure ofinformatior,
askingforcurrent datacorerningfeeg
stafrng, tum-around time, the avail-
ability ofcounsellors, and the prospect
ofopen rccords. Eleven replics rcpre-
sent everyjuridictiom in Canada with
thc cxccption ofthcNorthvrcstTerito-
ries.
A fer replies wr specific and de-
aild notabty Sa&tchewaa Ontario,

.8.C., Ncw Brunswick and Prince
Edward kland. Others were brief,
though the adoption discloeure worker
in each case did his or her best to
answer her questions.

Please feel free to use or distribute this
information in any way tlrat is useful to
you a friend or a colleague.

Adoption Discloaurc Rcgistry
Albcrta Adoption S€rvices
9th Floor, 7th Strcet Plaza

10030-l07th Steet
Edmonto& AIbetu T5J 3E4

(403' 4274387
Non-identilying inlomatiaz: usually
completed within 6-8 w€€ks.
Fees.' non€ at the moment
Passive registry: A new application is
checked for a match within five uork-
ing days. If I rutch.is identifid .

irdividuals are ustally contaded sithin
30 days.

.,Active xorch: There is presently no .

legislative mandat€ to conduct active
searches,
Coun*lling: Clients who are matched
all reccivc preparatiorul or informa-
tional counseUiag during the rcunion
pKrcass.

S/a/lzg Tlvoprofessional oounsllore
srpplemeotodbyoou munityr€s.[!oes,
and pdvatc search and $pport goups.
I n qu i i e s : C.wr*lly, morc than I 9,000
people have rcgisfer€d for dirEct con-
tact.
Access/oPnnnes: Accass to adoption ,

records is undcr provincial review.

Adoption Reunion Registry
#202 - 1600 West 6th Avenue

Vancouver, B.C. V6J lkl
(604) 736-7917 ot
l{00{55-1899

Non-identfung inlormation : Ltro-f€,,
s€nic€ with up to a nin€ month wait
ftom thc datc ofinquiryuntil the rhct-
ment is complctrd and rnailed.
Fe€s.' 325.00 to acoompany the rcgis-
tration form for either an active or
passive sealch.
Passive krch: Nes entries to th€
passive registry arc processed the day
they are received. A match will occur
if there is a conesponding applicant.
RegisEants ar€ informed right auay if
therc is a copy ofthe adoption file on
rccord to oonfirm the information.
(Prcsunably, iftherc is no fle, there is
a miting period of sorne duration).
Active &arch: An additioml $250.
Subs€quent Search (if an initial party
sought is dcccascd or declines contac't)
$ 180. Thewaitingpedodfromthe date
ofapplication until the search is ready
to start can bo seven months.
Cotnselling: available to any regis-
trant afrected by the rcunion process, at
no charge. For clients outside of the
Louar lvlainland, telephone counsel-
ling is available or a ref€rral nuy be
made to a counsellor in the area the
client rcsidcs, also at no charge. Work-
shops are ofrercd periodically in Victo-
ria and Vancower.
Slafing: Four searchers and five ooun-
sellors.
InEtiies: As d Janury 31, 1994,
there were 1,100 outstarding applica-
tions for aclive searches.

AccesdOpenness: Currently under
proincial rcvier.

Pod Adoption Rrgistry
Adoption Disclosu€ Serviccs

lst Floor, ll4 Garry Str€et
Winnipeg Manitoba ruC fcf

(204) 94s{301
Norr-iilentilying ir{orrnalion: thelvlani-
tda registry only handles r€quesE for

informationfrom ort<f-province. In-
prwince rcqu€sts for information are
directedtodt€ itrdividualagencywherc
the adoption took place. There are no
fees, at lea$ not at th€ }vlanitoba regis-
Ey. When contact€d in January, the
negistry was working on requests from
N{arch'93.
Passive *arch'. Roceivr pdority and
talrc four to six w€€ks.
Acrive Search : Dotwonbehalfof adop.
t€es seeking birth parents only. When
contacted in January, there was aback-
log of rcquests (1500) dating back to
Ivfarch 'E7. A search is given priority
ifbirth parents are more than 70 yean
old, ifthere is a medical emergency, or
if the rcgstrants are members of a
lvlanitoba Indian Band.
Counse lling: Available through the
rcgistry for outd-province applicants.
other provircial agpncies ofrer coun-
selling prior to reunion.
,Srq;flzg; One full-time searcher. Onc
very part-tim€.
Access/olnnness: Opn records arc not
bcing discussed at pre6ent.

New Bnnswick Dept. of Health and
Cornmunity Services

P.O. Box 5100
Fredericto& NB E3B 5GE

(s06r 453-2949
Non-i denlifying inforrnation: Pt€fE.red
within two months, though applicants
at one tim€ had to s,ait l8 months.
With the bacHog reducd hopes to
respondwithin sixmntlls (atthe m6t)
in future.
FreJ.' none at pr€6ent.
Passive search: Un&rway within a
month. Records are in the process d
being computerize4 a step that could
re&rce the waiting period.
Active search:\tlorethan 600 adoptees
have rcquested an aEtive s€arch, but
thele is at least a four year uaiting
period for a search to bcgin. (A scmi-
acrivc register nas estabtished in the
frll of I9E9 with searches beginning in
carocst in Ianuary of 1990. Sarch
rcqucsts st€m Aom thc days when thc

rcgi*ry first opcoed in l9tl).
Conselling: Onocfu routincly,
but qrtailed i! 8n cfiort to deal with e
lengthy miting li*. Itlembem dthe
adoption circlc arc enoouragod o scc&
private counselling.
Staling: Ow sealcher, trvo social
workerVcounsellors who as well as

counselling, attend to olhcr rcquests
such as referrals from Indian Affairs
concerning re{stablishment of Indian
status or inquiries ftom Vital Statistics
about clarification of irregular birth
r€giscations.
A ccess/openness: l:ld. currently undcr
consideration in New Brunswick.

Post Adoption Services
DAt. of Socid Servic6

Box 8700 C,onfederation Bldg.
St. Iohns, Nesfoundland AIB 416

(709) 729-262
Non -i de ntilying i nforttario, : TIle *ait
for a f le review is appronn tgly 22-24
monlhs from the date ofinquiry.
F€es.' Non€ at present

PaJ. ve Registry: A passive match is
given priority and every efiort is made
to uolt on them imrcdiately.
Aclive Search: As of January, 1994,
there were approximately 640 search
applications. kojected wait time for
an active search is at least five years.
Courssrrirg: Not nrandatory, but
available to all members of the
adoption circle.
Slaffzg: T\roftll{ime temporary
social rrcrkers, responsible for all
aspects of pogt-adoption servioes
ircluding searclq counselling, and
the pr€paration of non-identi!-
ing infrrmation. Onelrainee. One
con$ltant performing limited cli-
ent sewices.
,{ocesslopezzass: uncertainatthis
time.

Nova Scotia Dept. of Commu-
nity Sen ices, P.O. Box 696

Halifa:q Nova Scoti^B3I T7
Fax (90Z) 424-3205

Non-identifying infomntion: preparcd
within six montha.
Fees: 350.00 as ofFehuary I, 1994
Passive rcgistry,: A match (if therE is I
corresponding applicatrD within six

nonth6.
Acttve Nucht 135 roqucats ftr en ec-
tivc cearchonfilc. T['o],Gars Aom the
date dapplication for an aaivc ecarch
to $an.
Counslling: parti€s aIre rcfen€d to
outside servioes.
SalrA: two Frt-timepeople !:b dure
providing all serviccs
Access/olnnness: orrently under re-
view by a ministerial committec.

Adoption Disclooue Registry
Minifiy of Social Services

2 Bloor Street West, 24th Floor
Toronto, Ontario M7A lE9

(416)3274730
Non-identilying information: lf tllc,
adoption rvas arrangcd by an Ontario
Children's Aid Society, the society
rvould have the record and uould re-
spond to a request. The length oftime
foraresponsecanvaryAomsix months
to two )'ears. Ifthe adoption was han-
dled privarely, information is preparcd
bythe ministry. For private adoptions
prior to June, 1979, ho*erter, thcrc is
virtually no non-identi$ing informa-
tion available. Unless an applicant
knows which agency is involved and
can tnake a dir€ct inquiry, there can be
a longpr uait while the minisEy deter-
minesandinformstheapplica wherc

"Rcgerding counsclling renyices, to
drtc I hrvc mrnrged to rcc pcoplc
within thc wcck I hrvc hrd pcoplc
wdk in or phong hrving jurt erperi-
€nced r neunion rnd nceding to tdkto
someonc rbout thc confuscd feclings,
torn loyeltics, rnd cmotiond roller-
coaster they hlve bccn on.'
-Richqt May nq Coordindor,
PE I Po st-A tloptio n S$'iccs.

to rEqu€st infonnation.
Fs€s: None at present, exccpt r f€c d
f 15.00 for a cerlified copy ofan adop
tion order.
Passive rcgiw: A initial check of tbc
computcrized reglstry is nude for a
conrspoding aDplicant Parties arc

idorncd if thc mtrh is wlid. If m
match appcan inmodiatcry, the appli-
catio isproccsscd in tua aocording o
thc dsE draocitr. It car tab rp to ore
year to ftly process the spplicatior
and cnter all thE conEcl data- Thc
applicant renrains in thc daabaseuntil
a match is made or rc$rests that his or
hcr namc be rcmorcd.
Active varch: There are nrorE rhan

9,000 outsanding requesls for aa ac-
tivc search. Whcn th. ministry bcgrn
to ootr&rt aAive searcL rcgstra s
from the passivc registry, started i[
1979, werc firs in lirc. This aooottrts
for the backlog. Requests arc now
being proces*d fiom the spring of
I9EE.
Counselling: rmnddory prior to the
disclosue of identi$ing information.
Iv[ost counselling is prwided by the
Children's Aid Society, or, if the par-
tics residc oubidc Onteriq by other
counselling agpncies. Counselling is
usrully available within onc to two
months ifa nrarch is made. Counsel-
ling is also available by telephone.
There arc rnaihut cunselling pack-
ages also available.
,Sraflzg: Three searchen. Four coutr-
sEllorc do otrtreach to the foud person

and provi& cumselling.
Acces{opennes: Revie$€d in i993.

Ifirrercsed in parrbulars con-
tact Tory Silipo, OfE€ ofthe
Mnist€r, Ministryof Cornmu-
nity and Social Services,
HcpbumBloElq Qu€en'sPadq
Toronto, C)Itado M7A lE9.

Nota: from Petricir
O'Brien, rssistrtrt rcgi!-
trrr, Ontrrio Community
rnd Socid Scrvices:
Frcquently, rn rpplicr
will rcgister, thcr movc rnd
forgct to providc r ier ed-
drcrr. Wc hrvc e number

of rpplicmtr for whom therc ir r
corresponding metcb othcrr vho
mey wish ur to bcgin rn ..tiYG
serrch - but our informrtion ir out
ofdrta Plesc k cp eddrcsscc.nd
phonc oumbcrt currcnt with rny

continudonndruc
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continucd ltom F*ious page

provincid rctirtcr or priYrtc
group 3uch .! Pudtfinderr. Un-
lcsr infomrtion ir currcn! eppli-
cents could rnirs fts opporturdty
to mect the pcrson hc or she hopes
to find.

Pm,incial Adoption Services
Dcpartment dHcalth and Socid

Scrviccs, Box 2000
Charlott€t@,4 PEI CIA 7NE

(e02) 3684932
With the passing d a ner Adoption
Act in 1993, prwision was made for
the esteblishment of Adoption Disclo,
s.llre Services. AsofJanuary, 1994, tno
government employees were contact-
ing people who have made i4uiries
wer the years to see if they still rcquire
services.
Non-identilying inlomarior.' No fee.
Houerrcr, otherfees*rrcdccidedupon
itr order to bc ablc to o&r thc service
and jusdry *afrng during times of
govemnent r€straint.
Passive (Reciprocal) Registry: i35.OO
to accompany applicatior
Malch/Reanion: J70.00 for each party
Active S€arch: (For adultadotr€es only)
3150.00
Coun e I I in g: Available.
Access/openness: Aprovincial rwiew
in 1993 brought significant change.

Ville lvlarie Social Service C€ntre
Succusale West Island ASC

315 Rue Bruswict Stleet, S. 200
Point{lale, Qrcboc HP9 lA7

(5r4) 695-s25r
Filcs for adoptions oompleted by thc
Childrcn'c Service Centre, Catholic
Fami! and Children's Scrviccs, and
Jervish Family Services arc now held
by thc Ville Ivhric Ccntrc. Irquirig
should be dirsctrd there.
Non-identifling tnformation: Awil-
able, butthe €Nrtrc is ?earsbehind the
rrqu6ts.' Fc oot irdicafcd.
Pastve stch: Bccauec of limited
dafiry gi\rcs priority to rtunions re

ldWardtdaAd qucsbfrrreunimfromF*ruary,1989,

questcdfor mcdical reasons and whcre
thc bi(h por€nt i8 rtrole than 70 years
old. If therc is a corcsponding appli-
cart, I mafch is geDerally made within
six monlhs. ServicGs 8r€ aveilable to
adoptees and birth percnts.

Actiw rc cht Ttc centle *Es in-
volvcd in a pilot Foj€ct from S€ptem-
ber, 1993 to lvlarch 1994 prwiding
activp search and rcunion on e fee-for-
sericc basis. Thefee was t450. Rc-

wcrebeingcomplacd atOrc timeof the
pilot. Thcrc arc approxinatcly 1500
outstanding rcqucstg hrt there was no
suggrstion that thb project will be re-
trilcd.
Stafling/counselling: No details pro-
vided.
Access/openness: Not at pres€nt.

Prwincial Adoption R€gstry
Mnisry of Social Services

207 - 2240 Albert St.
Regina Saslotchewan S4P 3v7

(306) 7E7-36s5
Non-identifying information: No f*,.
Dauncntsarc usrallyprcparedwithin
four weeks. There is a longer mit if
staffis reduced ard r€qtr€sts increasc.
Copy ofan adoption order: tl5
Passive regiwi 335 to accompany
registration. e.o el by mulual re-
qucst: 390. (RegisEation and contact
fees are applicable to adoptec and
adoptiveparentsonly. Ifyou areabirth
parcnt oI othcr family nemb€r, you
may request thaf yor name bc placed
on an adoptee's file in the 6,ent that an
adoptoe rcquests a s€arch or conlact in
tlre firture. Other birth family mem-
berq nrh as siblings or grandparent&
may rcquest contacl but contact is
normally cleared fir$ with the birth
nother. lVhen an adotroc r€qu€sts
contact and fhe rrqucst is mutual, thc
rcgisry wil mwe as quicLly as possi-
blc to ftcilitde a rDoetitu; avc.raging
within tcD monlhs dthe derc drcgis-
tration.
Acfive seuch:3265. Search and con-
tactwithsccondardsubsaqumtftmily
mcnbers: Nlt0. C\rIIlnt weiting pc,
riod for an aclive sealch is rorglrly
cight months.
Cotnxlling: Prior to a rermion, thc

r€gisEy prEfers to have persoml con-
tact with thc adoptee atd the birth
palent. Thfu oontact is ftequeotly by
telcphone because 40 per cent of thc
regtstry's cli€nts live outside of Sag-
katcheryan. Referrals for counsclli4g
are sofiEtimes madc to an agpNrcy. Itr-
formational counselling is nailablc
upon requ€st.
Sfaffzg: Tbree searchetsale also oun-
sellors.
Access/openness: Ssslatchcwan re-
cendy circtlated a discrssion psper
and onc ofthc options ir open reoods.
.As of December 31, 199i, the Sas-
lutchewm registry had no bacHog
because additional stqfi ng cotnte red
the ,rumb of outstanding rcqrcsls,
A dde d pe rsom e I rc tunp d t o h e ir u eal
posts on March 31, 1994. Since then
lhe bacHog has increased to 6 months.

Yukon Ilealth and Social Services
Family and Children's Services

Box 2703 (I-10)
WhitehorEe, YT YIA 2C6

(&3r667-3002
Non-identifuing informafioz: No fees.
De?ending on the nunbcr of requests,

aresponsecantal(ebetween six months
and one year.
Passive searcht No fee. One monlh or
longer depending on the number of
rEquests, atr4 ofcourse, there must be
a conesponding applicant.
Aclive search:Ndlprwidcd for in gov-
ernment legislation.
Couselling:Dep ing on case load,
counselling is either prwided or a rc-
ferral is made to a counselling agcncy
in thc community.
Sraflzg: One half-time pelgrrr oovers
all matErs pertaining to thc adoption
rcgistry.
A eess/opem ess : l$disorssbn dopcn
rccords at this time.
Registration for conoct if yor are a
birth pareot or othcr ftmily member.
You may rcque$ tltat yur mme be
placedonanadoptee'sfile, inthc6,Gnt
that anadoptec rmy reqrrst a search or
contact in thc fthll€. A bitth frmity,s
Ectubcrs (iG. siblings or gnndparcnu)
contact with en adQtcc is normally
cl€arcd first with thE birth mother. tr

AUDIO CASSETTES ORDER FOR
rccddatthc

The follwing adio cassettes dconferencc worl(shopc ar€ availeble from thc Society. To ordcr, pleasc photooopy this
pagE and irdicete your choice oftapqs) at S6 each (incldcs GST & Shipping).
Please make clrcqucs psyable to:

trorgct Me Not trrnily Socicty,
P.O. Eor 61526 Brulcrmd P.O.,

Lenglcy, B.C. viA tCt
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tloadng rootless ln space
torrc.hlng down ln t}ris crrlh&

No food ls verboterr
Palaufleaen
wtth
get a lurnEer rertatDs

You can wcal sarl d sarcDg
when ttrere's no place gou belong

l've woshipped tla Goddass
Chantd with Brrddtdsts
Studied Taolsrrlt tl?4/n Za
Klsea t}r€ feet of Jesrrs, cest a WiccaD spel

Mg sgldt0its anafliec,
no place like home

l've tlied on differer* arstoms
lke some fry or c,lo,thes
Brrt wlren I s[p ttre fabric up
over mg
let lt to tt€ {loor

teft
h$emP,tg erb,th

ffichele f&Cohrr, I'ierc}a 27, lgln

Michclh M&olmvas a W&nter at lhe l99l FMN anfer-
ence. Her book otd vot'kshop tapes arc available throtgh
lhc fui.ly (refer to pqe 5 of this na,sletter).

bq-Montca t*Bufitolr
t{tilten r\',{offrcr'r Daq , M^tl t, tifrs,

It wecn't a glft of shlma gl^ss
or 91ft of eqtcndw brasr.
Not a gtft rorab€ te t e wofi4
otlfi sovne cloaetforsvq drpfir.
No farrq ttrr'v kltcliern tool
sf ssffi\ yplrolrtsrb footstool.
Itwasrt e box of sweets
or bcllctss6 Sovtmet treaG..
No flowcrc too gld,clxJry' gorrr,
or Df Ar4oflbr tlrat br.tfllafltlq slrrtrr,.
Yct llt vAlye wAr g r,aler than afl of
tlrr,se
fittlc tto hc kr,rowlow wwchlt
wovlb
You seetl* glftwas sowwahlng,tate
It rlrorryrb ssmeont, thatl* llb carc.
Tlx gfit was lattlttg firc lA hls l*.^ra
ar.rb tn lrls hfe fotsttr A tre a part
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To thc blrth mothcr de gLl b6sr
\by 22,1990, tn Innglry - shc tr hcelthy,

heppy md vcry
Msh lc @uld th.nk yor:r tn pcnon

for e umrilcrful deuglrtcr.
Salemet.

Rfrcrt and Vicl(y srcrc narried and hadtro childrcn
when they *rrc mshelrned by wrious health and crm-
tional problanc. Vicky simply conld not cop€ with raising
two chil&€n. When their snd child was ser/cnteen
months ol4 Ory nadc a difficult decision. I was tlnt child
- and I was adopted by a close relative of VicJcy's.

I nms nised at the other cnd ofthe country, unawale
ofny origins. I l(n€fl, nothing abortbeing adopted. \+rben
I nas eleveq rr mowd bsEk tothe tot n whei€ I was born,
but wa rarely saw Robcrt and Vicky. When wE did meet
there was alurays tension betnrcen the two families, but I
never understood why. When I leamed thetruth at nineteen,
I wasnl surprise4 for over the years there were many
inconsistencies alld I always suspocted my parcnts wer€
hiding sornething from me.

When I leanpd fie trutll, I
was newly marrid and very busy.
I pushed the irtronnation to the
back ofmy minA convinced tlut it
made little difrerence. I never con-
fronted Roben and Vicky for I
didnt xant to upset them or my
adoplive parEnts. (I guess you
couldcall me "th€ goodadotree).

I have always had an inrcr-
est in family trees, and I was busy
wo*ing on nry matenul history,
whenl learned about my adoption.
Because myadoptive motherwas a
close relative, the adjustrncnt nxas a small one. I told myself
that someday, when the time rvas right, I would leam about
my patenDl ancestors. Butthat daywas more thAnlenyears
in coming.

Ir{y adoptive parents passed away in 1984. Theq two
years ago,I received a phonc call from an aunt. My father,
Robert, had died ofa sudden heart araclq and Vickywanted
to ma&e $rc I had the opportunity to comc to the fineral. I
had not seetr Rdert in tnorc dlan trcntyyears. I could not
even rccall speaking to him. Yet I felt so badly that what I
felt and the impact thc ncws had made surprised me.

I rentto thcfirn€ral and thc opcricnoems anuzing.
I recognized six peoplc. The othes rrre all mqnbers d
Robet'svery largp family. One ofhis sistem approach€d me,
mistaking me for tle daughter of another sister. A cousin
apprmchcdand whenold thatl vasa'relativc" of Vid<y'q
comrrented: "You ore lmh lile solre of OUR cousinsl"

by Teresa Spring

This er(Friercc gd rc nwing. I scarchcd thrurgh
a city dircclory for the ycar bcforc Rdert and Vid<y urcre
mariod and found hi6 cntry. By fo[@,iqg all the peoplc at
that address back thuUh thc years, I was able to compilc a
compteb li$ of Robert's (tenl) brotheB 8rd sisters, ad
determine his pu€nts' trame3 and years d d€ath. I thco
locafcd ccrlificates, dituarics, ctc. 8nd bcforc a year had
pas6€4I bad ua€edRd€It's&ncedrybackto thc tarc 1700's.
I nsrcr had nrch inmediate ams rrring my'own"
frmily!

I wrote a letter to Vicky in ldarcl\ 1993, t€lting her
I rvas auare ofmy origins, tlut there were no hard feelings,
and that I understood the oonditions at the time she and
Robert nade thek dccision. I thar*ed her for the cqrage it
took to fiuke such e mov€. I told hff I would not push to talk

about it hlt tlEt I would like to if she

was willing.

e

r.IJ

o-1

"In her books, B.J.
Liftontalks about an
experience unique to
the adoptee who is

able to contemplate the
person they might have
become if the adoption
had never hapf,ened."

By Septembea 1993, I had not heard
from Vicky, but I had a strong desir€ to
learn more about nry father and see

pictures of my grandparents. My
thoughts tun€d to Robert's brotlrcrs
ald sisters, most of whom werc living
in the immediat€ area and wlnae clr-
rent addresses I had b€en able to lracc.
I chose om ofthc si*ers at random and
wrote to her. I uas t€rrified - aDd I
didn't no, whal kind of rcce?tioq if
any, to e)e€cl!

A w€ek later, I got a phonc call. Afriendlyvoicc said,
"Hello! This isyour AuntLil!" We lallcdfor about half atr
hour and made plans to m€€t the next day. I wes calm ard
colrrent on the phone, but ss soon as I hung up I slarted to
slutc and cry. I was aware ofa littlc voicc inside mc tlut kcpt
repeating - inacdulous: 'Ih€y WAI.IT me! They WAI.IT
me!"

Things mwed vcry slowly, as I ryanted to rEtseat and
Ake everything in aftcr meaing Auntlil the frsttinr. I saw
her qgain in November, mct thr€e ofthc otlEr sisterC haard
family stories and to* homc pidrcs to oopy as wcll. I was
able to tell ny ne|wfunrd aunts things Sout thcir snccstsy

' tlry urcrc unaware d, aren thongh orr of them had begun
worting on thc ftmily trcc a ftw ycall €arlier.

I etteodcd anoth€r fueral h lvLrch of 1994. Thig
was my fr* 'official' frrnction as a mernber ofthe ftmity. I
had anaggitrgf€clitrgthatlwas doingsomethirUfubiddco,
ht the feeling caDe ftom wbat I rcmcmbcrcd of stl tho6c

corrtinucd on nal ree
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yearsds€crecy-trotfromrnyncwfoundrclatfucs. Thcyn/erE
wonderfrrll lvlany of them remerftered rrc as a baby, and
always xDndcr€d what had becomc of me.
They wc[l dcligbtcdtlntl'd madc mywaybacktothefamity.

In her books, B. J. Lifton tal(s about an orperience
uniquc to thc adoptee who is able to contemplare the person
tlrcy might havcbecome ifthe adopion had never happened.
I had thought about the person I might have b€com€ had I
stayed with Rdert and Vicky. But I had this experience
again at the firneral when I learned that one of Rded's
brothers (now deceased) had kept mc for a month and had
very much wantod to adopt ne. His d.ughter was thilled to
me€t me and told me that she rememberEd me well and still
had some baby pictues of me with her family. It was a
profound experienoe to stand drcrc r'lking with this woman
I had never met befor€, knowing that in yet 'another life"
she would have been ny sister.

IfI could sart all over again, there are two things I
would change. First of all, I would have been braver and
would havc learned my paternal history a fery yea$ earlier,
while Robert uas still alive. I feel he would have nrclcomed
me as rcadily then as other family members do now. Given
Vicky's reluctance to deal with me, though, it's possible tlnt
coming foruard earlier uould have been a sEain tm big for
their mariageto endure. Perhaps things have tumed out for
Ole b€st.

Secondly, Iwish that Vicky hadbeen more rcceptive.
I have no control over thiq howqrer, and I feel tlat 0re best
way to handle this situation is to rcmain non-tbreatening
and keep the lines of communication open through holiday
cards, etc. Perhaps some day she will come to m€. Even if
she does not, th€ contact with and acceptance from my
patemd family has been a very healing and comfoning
experience.

I am grateftl for both of nry families, for the unique
gifts Iheve rcceived through eachofthenU andfortlc person
I'veb€come. Naturcandnwturcbothhr\/eplayedapan. As
I re-establish connections with my birth family, I am awale
ofa s€ose of corqletaness rh^t I\E nev€r rcally felt beforc.
I know whcrc I came from. IknowwhoIam.tr

FO?YIOUA NFOer-?X?1ON

OPTION REGTSTRY OF
UPDATE

E>ITOR€ LIOTES

With thfu cditiotr of Adoption Circlcs, a new group of
direcics join pesideot San&a Blaclie, vicc-prcsirhrt Cccclia
Rcekic, and orccutive dfu€ctor KEthryn Vca in bringirg cnergy
and ileas to thc forgct-lIe-Not Fomily Socicty. At a trainstonn-
ing sessioo m April 28, Nancy Kato, Bonnie Mlne ad Debqa
Sky met with Satr&a Blaclic to rcvicwlhe m[dste ofthc Forget-
Me-Not Fardly Society. At one point during oru discussiolr
Sandra was lsked: "Are we merely re+reating tha r,etcel?'
Alrcady, thc Forget-tyie-Not Family Society has successfitlly
mountdl two conferenpes, held num€rous worksbops, hosted
support groups, met with p,rovincial legislatcs, not to rnention, of
coursc, that thfu is newsletter # I I . Ncw faces bring li'eslt p€rspec-

tive and possible clunge which can be challanging no mstt€r how
pu &amepur politics. Thc discu&eion was &uitful, however, ad
out ofit wsE bqtr E silrpl€ missiom statemenl To cl€at€ E clinrte
of openncss, underslanding and respect ftr all mernbers of thc
adoption circlethoughcducatim, stmortandcmpousmentl and
€ncoursge clErges in attitude md legislatiot.

Input corc€rning thc mission stltement is wElcome snd
can be directed toNancy Kato or Bonnie Mihe. The purposc of
E Eission stEtenr€nt is to focus 8ttedion m the reason for all this
activity.

When changes in attitude are made, legislation follows. In
B.C., I linsl rcport AWr thc adoption rcvicw connittee is
expocted June 30th. Ilopefully, this document will briry an crs of
opennss to the sdoption circle, dispclling lhc concealanf ofdays
gone by. The issues arc many and multi-hceted and tlrcre is me
outstsnding qu€stim; IIow much cqrtrol over the disclosure of
information xtiU th€ provitrc€ r€tain? Govemment Ep?oitrt€c

lvlargaret Lsd is vcry aunrc that lack of disclosure and thc aua
ofsccrtcy oearcd has bean darnaging. This uas one rn€$age most
often repeated by preseaters to the review cqtrmittee.

At our mission statemant meeting, we alEo discuased lhe
question ofhov to heal, Erd howto er arge the adoption circle -
how to make widcr arms to include others. I see the etfect ofclosed
records as resulting in a particular y/ound. Patt of u4ro I am
disappeared mysteriously wlrcn files were sealed md I wus
excluded from E context ofrelatedncss that othqr tELe for grant€d.
This happened in an era wlrco removing native children ftom their
families and placing thcrn in foster homes snd rcsid€ntial schools

was Elso se€o as aaaaptrblc.
As fYe moved along in my ovm reudon procesr, fvc

becmrc mce appreciative ofnativc tsaditions. At lhis y€als EMN
cmference, I especially arjoyed the simple rihul ofjoining the
circle, which cmfcrarc presater Sharm Jhlersm sd Pernina
Yellovibirdolfered. I see'the circle' asawlid andhelpful synbot
for repairing lhc danragE wtich can be done by d€aying E c..fal
rcots. Denyiry such mots, one tends to Eee mcself, as an ortsirler
- outside the cfucle - 8nd outsi& that conterd ofrelatedness otlErs
tate fcgranted. This kind of simple ceranony effectively csds
E wid€r cidc and pmmotes h€aling.

Actims thrt vErc tsk(a in the p!st, such as rrnoving
rutivc c.bikhar tomthcir honresand familics, wlc ruthdzed by
E suEcping asorytio: src cnlhual modcl, pe$lmed to be
grperia, ws rcalG Goortb it H! to flattro others. Sociel
urorter! oamot bc tdd wholly rcspquiblc fc iky rwe rucly

actirg m bctralf ofmmy - md wklely beld vicu,r. Yct thir is on€
of tb. mmy !!$rmtr}tics - a ceatsal m, I fccl - 6ying ant fa r€-
oonimtio in adoptim Faciicc. Ar r Fc.catrr to itc rcvicw
cmnittoc,Inadc a pitc,h thrt stch 8rnltrrpaiil! bc roqmincd.
I uns pleascd to find a rccflivc audicocc.

Ar rn adoptec ufro ba: had a reuio, my o*l proocrs
mwisoeofa$imilstioaadreflodim. Ycr,Itavefeltexcluded
ad lite an u sidcr od ny oger aad my fcethgr of orclurim
bavc ofteo alludcd na. Yct now \rtra I v/ltst Fogrrrls @
telcvision ud s ltqic! abort frmily diryutcs iavolving rdotr
tiuL I hrve bccomc iDcrcasingly scnsitivc to rtcrtcSping. All
sErrdype arc limitilg aad this oc no lcas thro uy othcr. This
mc is "thc angry iucgitimrte dild." -Thc outcad.' 'Thc
bestrd rm wlp seels rweoge" rs in Jo in Much A& About
Nothing. Evcn Star Tre,k had an episode wlrcrc a yourt womro
wrs in love with a run Aorn 'lhc wrug plmet"" Iirr frthcr
llucatcned to disoum hcr md any potcotial "bostard" child. Thie
u/as so utrhip 8nd un-nircties ofstar Trek,I wss ycry disappointed.

Nowtbatl've met mybiofanily, horvever, ufro amP Am
I anenviro+hild, abiechil4 orboth? Ifboth, horvmuch ofeach
do I anbody?

Embody is a dcscriptivc word ufiich oggcstr lhc signifi-
cance of biolog and h€fedity. This cootext of r€l,rt€doers - s
biological and hercditary one - vas dcnicd me for a very loog time.
My 6rst mother and only mother, in that sense, "embodied" me
in an undcniable way for nirc months. I feel thEt MUCH &nrgc
has been dorc by seeking to deny thc fact thst I wurnsn - ss I )outrg
nrother - DID CARRY a child fc nine mmlts. To "gct m I'ith
ore's life" as ifthis is sn event thrt never hrpp€ned meant thst s
noman had to disE&siat€ fq the rest of lrr life tun an
o<pcricncc slrc DID IIAVE. Is it so surprising, thcn, that many
bllh mo(hErs tlcvcr wEnt m to havc ! sccord ctriftf? Or lhat aa
adoptee might feel oddly invisiblc rs ifhc r slp had rcvcr becn
bom?

B€tg JeanLifte! featuedspcaleratthcruNcmfercoce
lhis ),car, haE u/ritten a ncw boo& entitl€d Jour.y oftbc Adopted
Self-AQn stffi Wholaness. BJismadoptimcormsellcinNew
Yort ad hrs a lifetime of reflectio m ls own reach fr
dnleness to slue. This book is vell-tine4 fc nany adoptees
vho are adults and have fomulated aad rt views ofthernselves,
faceapeculiarjouneyupor receivingrrwinfcrnatimwtie,horly
y€staday uas mt in the rript. Any hclp on howto gsth€r aDd rc-
imolporatc a selfin fragmcnts is both rsrc and needed.

Tm ofteo adoption is a sadtsle, aDd to countEret fis, w€
arc see.kilg hurncous stories Aorn my rncarber ofthc adopdo
circle. My own mother, for inslame, wmdere4 u&eo Et bst wc
nEt, ifl lilred bonrnas. Ffi y/heo she was pregnant, her 8ids, with
wlmn she uas stayirg, would get bananas or tlE clreap Aun fu
local grocer. Somanyofthem, infrtthatbythetimemymotlr's
tGrm wss up and I was or the way - my mther had had cnough
broaoas" thank you Ey much, Elmost f6 thc rEst ofher life. Shc

eats thein now occasimally, but not very often. This is the kind of
story an sdoptec cmrs to t€asu€.

Not log ago,Iheardaquip attributedto humuirtAsl cry

Brilliant vho ap,pcently mce caid: 'No u.mder I'm cmftscd.
One ofmy p8rer s ulas a man and thc other ung I *unrn!" Well,
Arhlcy, uclcllne to th. adoptim cfuclc a metittr.3 cmfiBing
placc, cspccirlly ml[oth:rs' Dsy-Ffi,]ou c,Arhlcy, oeofmy
mothers is a r*man - ed !o is thc odEr G.

-Debott *y

.c.

wclE6, Hanieg, DocUH€Nrt)€ieS
arcur t$@rau o2
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tThc smz wakqtd cs this yeer's FMN cotfe-
alca, (tvlarch 5) the Vancorwer Sun carried a conunentary
by lvlargar€t Browrq a young woman who is a biolog major
at St. Edward's University in Austir, T€lqs. In the article,
lvlargarcttells her story. As a"child" ofdonor inseminatiorq
slrc challenges the concealment ofinformation and asks why
dccisions about donor insemination are made purely in the
inter€sts of th€ parenfs and physician's privacy? 'Who
gave my family the idea that my biological roots are not
important? To deny someonc the knowledge of his or her
biological origins is dreadfully wrong," she stat€s. Ms.
Broun speaks ofa recurring drcam offtlling tlrough spaoe.

She wants to put her f€et down and gaths herseftogether
- but there's nothing for her to stand on. An orcellent article
for rcferencey'research ald well worth the resd.

tStd, ryindao rccently carried a documenAry seg-
rnsnt abqrt a soman in the U.S. who was cawht in a sting
operation endjail€dforthrec montls for givingout informa-
tion to adoptees and bfuth moth€rs. What the docuDentary
ftiled ro E).amine is thc R€publican Darty oomnections and
rigbt-wingscntiments ofthe metrbehindthr stingopcration.
For morc iaformation about this documantsry segm€ot

Rcunion Registry Statistics From fu Z9l to Apr 30/94.

Tohl Applications Recieved 5925
TotalDatabase. 723E
Searches Completed 2E22
Reunions Completed 1762

Other oficomes of aclive searches:
Subject of search deceased 193

Subjecl of search refi$ed contact 291
Other Services:

Matches on the passive database 3Lz
Non-identifinginfonnationrepofis 1062
Counselling request filled 617

t Includa dl filcr opcncd tincc Ocr92 rd filc. rsrd.rrrd &fiI llE foms
Plrtilc Ratity fa tr dl m rrcw rpplicrlicr hrrt bc.n reitrd
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contact Michcllc Mccolrtr, who sas a guest speat€r rt this
y€ar's conferucc. IIer addrcss is available from the FMN
office.

.Mty llb Man recendy appcarcd in quitc I
good made-for-Tv movie caled Stolcn Babies. Thc movie
is bascd on rtrnl ev€nts in tip staE ofTennessee when an
adoption agcocy fell into the hsrds ofthe iU-motivated for
a long period oftime - too long - decadcs, iafacr - impaaiag
the lives ofmany people. lvloorc plays the role ofthc udl-
intentioned rmtriarch with no children d her owq who in
the en( becomesunstable andemotionally irwolvedwith thc
childrcn she i6'placing." Her good intendons run amo&
when she begins scparating frmilies to feed the wh€el oflEr
own inqeasing fortunes. Therc is a bizarre scerc in which
she "gives birth" to one of her "babies" throwing back thc
coveE of her otrn b€d to rsv€al s liule bundle underneath -
all ready for one of her client's. (It Save me the willies.)tr

oru second 'Lefs Talk About Reunioru' Conferene held on lvtuch 5 & 6 , I 994
at the SharEton Guildfttrd was one oflhe most interesting nrcekends I have evcr had. I
rhenk everyone wlro attencled and porticipated. Your op€one$ Erd honcrty cll itrrE to
conhibute to my Frsotlal belieflhat adoption is a lifelong process. Ev€ryone hls uniquc
issu€s aDd corlc€m! thEt should be addressed through out thcir livca.

SFcial lhaDts go out to B.J. Lifton 8nd Michelle lvncColm, wlroce wortshops rr/€re
well attended and greatly ap,F€ciat d. Michelle's book'AdoptionRermiors' nas highly
recommeflded at th€ National Adoption Conferenc€ in Calgary this past lvlay, as a great
Canadiao resource for remions. Thalks to all ofthe locol presenters.,.Ardeo Ha ey,
Sharon Jintersom, KenDcrty, Sluron Gove, Gail Beck and to all the panellists. Also, a
very special lhar*s to all the volunteers wlro put so much etfort into mr&ing it hpeen.
Without voluntcerr, orr Scicty and Conferencc could not exist

Thc Adoptim Review Team is working at fffflrulatitrg a r€port to be Fesented to
thc Minister ofSocial Services at the and ofJune. Cccelia Reekie ard Ihad 0re opportunity
to pres€d suhnissions. I commed theMinister forber choice ofthe teatrl. Ispo&eto two
team mGrnbeG, f,isE[Iet Ldd and Lrry Gilbert ald I appreciate their compassion
tou/uds otu ctlIrccors and suggestioms for reform.

thc Annual Cicncral l[eeting tmk plac€ in April 1994 Et the New Weshtritrster
Public Library. Our rrew exccutivc uas elected uun nously irrchding 13 dircc,tors Et
larye. As Prcsi(htt,I rnr tkilled to sec Ell ofthfu newanerryadtalc inlhc q<ecutive.

Iknowitwi[bcanotcitingyearalrcad. Several SocietycmmittecsarEcurn lyworting
on mfrlrberships, frud-rsising, wodlsbops, support groups strd the Ht c{Dfcrence. We
med )our input, too. Please scnd us pur i<teas and proposals by nail, phonc c h:r.

Cecelia Reekie, Krtbyn Ves md I rcpresentcd our Society at the Natimd
Adoptim Council Cmfercore in Calgary s.lvfury 27 & 28, 1994. We prc€ot€d orr
wulchop'kdsTdtAboutRcrurior.'Itwasafasciaatingtnmdayrandthcn*rvortiry
was invrlublc. It trcvcr ccalcs to atrrze ne how people mors Carada arc involved in
tbc adoptiopocesr in so manydifrcllot Ysys. Il will ccrtainly take AII ofiu, Adoptece,
A@ivc Pstlsa, Bidh PErent! aod Profdsioruls to r ort togcther with tolcrsnce rnd
udcrstuditrt to rEfqm adoptim parfice.

To all oflouwtrc orrcnded goodwislrcs tomyfri€rdNsdim("TheMissingPi€ce'
Spritrg llsr€ fJlO). Nadine t cslic Brom/Elainc Conr died m Lfsch 12, 1994 in
Aucltan4Newzcaland aftcr acourageors battle.grinrt ovrira carrccr. Imiss hcrEd
I chcrklh our rime rpEot togslher. In h€r mcmtry, I will tcll ber stry as an elrcell€ot
o(lmple rs to wty sdult adoptccs duve the right to hrve acccss to their oum histsy.
Nadire, I will noer forga yur

-WiBlacldc
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Thc following boks urd podtrtr arc availablc ftun th. Soci-
cty. Plcasc makc chc$lca po),rblc to Xrfhrlltr VGr 0od nEil to
forgst LG Not Fmily Society, P.O. Box 61526 &oo&cxood
P.o., Lmgle.y, B.c. v3A tct. All prices inclu& GsT.

Ihc Adqtiot Trioglc by &thlll Sqo!&y, R4bco Ponfi, &
AErctt! Barsrr. Sealcd c opco rccads" how thc,y affcct all
mcmbcrs ofthe adoption circle. 314.00 plus shipping

Ailqtior Rcr,,,iorsbyMc,h€UeLnccolt[. This boo&ir thc m6t
csuFdlEnsivc rEuniqr guidr to dstc. A ssitivc md cmprs-
siooatrboo&aboutlhcrrlttri@Focc!! 6rodoFeeq bitlrPrEots
aod a@tive families. Michelle ir Carudiao and thisboot desls
with Caoadian laws and practices. S18.50 plus shipping

Jancy { t}u Adqtd Sc{ - A Qwt lu Wholao t W B.l.
Liftm. A brilliant conbibutior to tlrc wort of lrcaling in
adoption. Valid for all members of the adoption circle and
professioruls. Ilanbover. 330.50 plus J3.50 shippinS.

lrst & Fq.nd - Thc Adoptia Erycricncc by B.J. Lifton is a
sensitive literaryjoumey through the eoroticrl la\rinth ofthe
a&ption experiencc. Writtql for a&ptees, adoptivc families
ord birthpErqrts. tl8.@ plus rhipping.

ficOhcrMothcrby Casol Scha.f6. A ulqr!.rfu!boo& uritfan
with poignancy, tenderncss, daEth ad hmesy. A rcoarkable
porbayal of lvtut it is rcally likc to relinquish a c.hild for
adoption. 31t.50 plus shipping.

Tomfrprl rh. H@rtW Iruise Jurgans. A terrifrc book, warm,
intimate and full oflove, describing an irmerjourney ofmunge
in a birtlunofter's scarch for her child. S19.50 plus shippir4.

Othct thrl B.J. Lifrou'r DGw boolL rblpplry cbrrtcr rrr
$2.50 for the ,lrra book rnd S .75 for c.ch rddldoml booll

Society Tshirarwith thc troryetMc Notfrnily Society
Lgo ss€ened otr the fiont erE now sailable in good
quality 1009/0 coftorl. Pl€ase $ale si?t MLlrG. Colorrl:
white only (logo i6 blark). $14.95 ca. + $1.50 Shipping.

f/FflI.]?TE?

Tetephone Support List

Denied Reuio Adoptees:
Liz Goadby (M) 57+7223

Adoptivc Parcnf of ReunitedAloptcc:
suc McBcarch (604) 538{301

Intcrested Profcasioluls:
JudyArcher (604) 98&52t1
Nurh Shce Family Services

S€od )ourram and rcleplmcnunber ifpn widrto be
included m thc LB$iI ONME Telcpbonc SupportList
Ort of town nu crs arc alurys uElcmle.

(604) 534-215 l

(604) 534'4993

(@)8s622rs

LEAN ON ME

(4O3) 327:rs25
(604) 888-l720
(604) 8884920
(604) 731{60s
(604) s349456

(604) 53Gml7
(M) s3+24n

Rcunitcd Binhspthcrs:
Monics Buntom
Anne Christianson
Sue Finlcy
Nicole Quittenton
Cmnie Short

Searching Binhnolhers:
IvIary Reynolds

Reunitcd Adoptees:
Cecelia Reekie
Sue Travis

Reunited with Birth Father:
S8ndra Ptdsc ,

Reunited with Sibling:
Jadr Wegich
(birthparents deceased)

s{lpporl Gmup3
Fo. bLtlltldl.rt' do0iraar ara adoffir. pamta

N.rW.d&rr
Th.EdTU..d.yof..dlMt,.r4p..f gqp.tl! .ar.lN.wW..aDiE'
l.i hblic Uh..Iy, 715 - 6th AElcr fru 7 lo , p.or Fc nur i&urio
cqr..a N.a.y Kdo .r 525-83&t.

NortVEvr
Tfs fiid Worhrdry of ..h D.d, . .mo.t Slqp d .t lh. Coy!
C@rndty8ed&y8dtool" Arfr. krc.li6 nr y dEgr, od.dxft!/n
lrodt.r 929.d309, &. @! i6.Ddi6.

Plate sul tcnsr;r to tlu ditq, rurlz,ion $ryics, acvt @td
irforistiq, q cm,,r',{,tit aqttt b: klqtiot Ctrclct, do
Forgct M. Not F@ily Sricty, Bc 61526 Brlor*;ld P.O.,
LqALt', B.C, V,A E8 Cot&.
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